THE BATTLE CLUB
Rules (revised 2024)
1 Name and objects

The name of the Club shall be “The Battle Club”. The objects of the Club shall
be to provide social and recreational facilities for members, guests and visitors.

2 Officers and Committee

The officers of the Club shall consist of a President, four Trustees (hereinafter
referred to as THE TRUSTEES), a Chairman and Vice-Chairman, Secretary and
Treasurer and nine other elected members. The Committee shall comprise of
the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and the nine other elected
members. All officers of the Club shall be members of the Club and any of
them ceasing to be a member shall forthwith cease to hold office.

3 Election of Committee

The Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and other members of the
Committee shall be elected annually at the Annual General Meeting when their
respective offices shall be vacated but they shall be eligible for re-election.

Where members of the Committee miss three consecutive meetings without
giving a reasonable excuse, they shall automatically cease to be members of
the Committee.

4 Vacancies on the Committee

The Committee shall have power to fill any vacancy on the Committee or the
office of Trustee or President. The acts of the Committee during any period in
which a vacancy exists in their number shall be valid and binding on the Club
and all others concerned.

5 Resignations on Committee

The resignation of any Officer or other member of the Committee shall be
given in writing to the Secretary; or, in the event of the Secretary resigning, to
the Chairman and the Committee may accept any such resignation.

6 Powers and responsibilities of the Committee



The overall responsibility of the Committee is to set Club policy and
procedures, and to oversee the running of the Club on a day to day basis in a
safe and efficient manner. This shall include the appointment and
management of staff, including any disciplinary issues, and dealing with any
complaints made against the Club Steward or any other servant of the Club.

7 Meetings of the Committee

The Committee shall meet not less than once in each calendar month. A
quorum shall consist of not less than six elected members of the Committee.

8 Sub-Committee

The Committee shall have the power to appoint sub-committees for any
purpose connected with the Club and may delegate any of its powers to such
sub-committees.

9 Trustees and President

The Committee shall appoint the Trustees and President. They shall hold office
for life or until they shall respectively retire or cease to be members of the
Club. They may attend and vote at Committee meetings.

However, any Trustee or the President may be removed from office by
resolution passed by no less than two-thirds of the members present and
voting at the Annual General Meeting or at an Extraordinary General Meeting
of the Club of which due notice shall have been given stating the purpose of
the meeting.

10 Honoraria

Any Officer or other members of the Club may receive such Honorarium as the
Committee may from time to time determine.

11 Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting shall be held during the month of March or as
soon as may be thereafter. Fourteen days notice of the date is to be posted on
the Club notice board and circulated electronically to members. Voting shall be
confined to Ordinary, Life, Senior and Honorary members of the Club, and
every such member shall have one vote. Such voting rights shall also apply to



Extraordinary General Meetings. Only members present shall have the right to
vote; no proxy voting will be allowed. The Chairman will be allowed to vote in
all such occasions and have a casting vote in the event of a tie.

A member may be nominated for more than one Committee office. Ballot shall
be in the sequence of Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice-Chairman and
other members of the Committee.

12 Nominations for Officers and Committee

The Secretary shall post nomination sheets on the Club notice board at least
fourteen days prior to the Annual General Meeting.

Such nominations shall be duly proposed and seconded by any members, other
than temporary members. Closing time for nominations shall be 72 hours prior
to the meeting. In the event there being more nominations than there are
vacancies to be filled, the election of Officers and ordinary members shall be
by ballot.

13 Extraordinary General Meetings

The Committee may call an Extraordinary General Meeting of the Club, by
causing to be placed on the Club notice board not less than fourteen days prior
to the date of such meeting a notice specifying the date and object of such
meeting and confining the discussion to that subject only. The notice shall be
signed by four members of the Committee. Notice of the meeting shall also be
advised electronically to all members.

The Committee shall also call an Extraordinary General Meeting on the written
requisition of not less than twelve members under conditions similar to the
preceding and such Extraordinary General Meetings of the Club to be called
within twenty-eight days of the Committee meeting following such request
being served on the Club Secretary or Chairman.

14 Membership
Membership shall be open to all persons of age 18 years and upwards.

Every candidate for membership of the Club shall complete an application
form which shall include the candidate’s name and address of their residence.



At the candidate’s discretion email address and emergency contact details may
also be provided.

Following payment of the current joining fee and annual subscription the name
of each applicant shall be exhibited on the Club notice board for a period of at
least two days between the date of nomination and the date of admission to
membership. Each candidate having complied with the above conditions shall
be deemed to be a temporary member entitled to the full use of the Club
facilities (but with no voting rights). All applications for membership shall be
placed before the Committee at their next meeting provided that the two
days’ waiting period has been observed, when the Committee shall elect new
members by ballot. No applicant shall be admitted to membership unless he or
she has secured two thirds of the votes of the Committee at the meeting at
which their name is considered for election.

The Secretary shall notify each candidate of the result of the ballot without
disclosing the actual voting. Application for membership shall be proof of the
candidate’s assent to the rules of the Club. No person may become a member
or admitted to the privilege of membership except after due compliance with
the requirement of this rule.

No candidate whose request for membership has been refused by the
Committee may reapply for membership, nor visit the Club as a guest or visitor
for at least twelve months from the date of the unsuccessful application.

Every member, including those covered by rules 16 and 17, shall be provided
with a membership/entry card and should be prepared to produce this card to
a member of staff or the Committee on request.

15 Temporary members

Temporary members shall be admitted upon payment of the appropriate fee
per fortnight (fourteen days) in any one year, provided that a period of not less
than forty-eight hours must elapse between nomination and admission to
temporary membership. Residents residing within a radius of twenty-five miles
of the Club shall not be eligible for temporary membership. Temporary
members membership form to be posted on the notice board for the duration
of each member’s temporary membership. Temporary members at the Club



are entitled to use of the full facilities of the Club for the duration of their
membership, but shall not have voting rights or bring guests into the Club.

16 Honorary members

The Committee shall have the power to propose Honorary membership, either
for life or for any less period, for any member who shall in the opinion of the
Committee have rendered services to the Club which merit such recognition,
but such proposal shall not take effect unless and until the same is confirmed
at the Annual General Meeting next ensuing the date of such proposal. An
Honorary member shall not be required pay any subscription, but shall be
entitled to all privileges and benefits of membership.

17 Senior members

The Committee shall grant Senior membership to any member who has
attained the age of at least sixty-five years and has completed ten years’
continuous membership of the Club immediately prior to reaching the
qualifying age. Senior members shall be entitled to all privileges of Club
membership including the right to attend meetings, be at elections and be
nominated for the Committee or any other office. A certificate of Senior
membership shall be signed by the Secretary and issued to each Senior
member, for whom all future subscriptions shall be waived.

18 Membership subscription

The joining fee and annual subscription to the Club shall be such sum as the
Club shall fix at any Annual General Meeting.

Annual subscriptions shall be payable on the First of January on which day the
financial year begins. If such subscription shall remain unpaid on the last day of
February, the Committee may remove the member’s name from the list of
members, and they shall cease to be a member of the Club.

19 Life members

Any ordinary member may at any time after payment of the first annual
subscription compound by one payment for all their future subscriptions, and
shall thereupon become a Life member and shall be entitled to all privileges



and benefits of membership for life, unless they shall be duly expelled under
Rule 21. The compounding fee shall be ten times the annual fee.

20 Guests/Visitors

In accordance with the licence, the Club may open the premises to non-
members on a maximum of 12 occasions, particularly those associated with
traditional town events. In addition, the Club may admit non-members for the
purpose of taking part in organised games or other bona fide functions
similarly organised by the Club. On the occasion of such visits or events
intoxicating liquor may be sold to such persons.

Every member shall have the privilege of personally introducing a guest or
guests to the Club, including hosting an event subject to the discretion of the
Committee. In the case of an individual invitation a maximum of three guests
shall be permitted for each member on any one occasion but no guest may be
introduced more than three times in any one year. The member shall make a
payment of £1 per guest on each occasion and record their name together
with the name of the guest(s) in a book of record kept for the purpose. At the
discretion of the Committee and on terms to be set by the Committee a
member may also invite a named group to the Club on payment of an agreed
fee by the member.

No guest shall have any privilege of the Club, nor shall remain in the Club,
unless in the company of the member who introduces them.

A person considering membership may be admitted to the Club on a single
occasion and may be sold intoxicating liquor.

Persons aged sixteen or seventeen are permitted on the premises subject to
being accompanied by a guardian member.

21 Conduct of members

If any member shall offend against any rule or regulation of the Club, or if the
conduct of any member, in the opinion of the Committee be injurious to the
interests of the Club, the Committee shall have power to deal with such
member’s conduct.



They shall receive from the Secretary at least three day’s clear notice in writing
of a summons to attend before a meeting of the Committee and that they may
bring, if desired, a representative who is not a member of the Club. The
summons shall state the charge or charges and the names of the complainants.
The Committee, after giving full opportunity to the member concerned to
make their explanations, shall be empowered to expel such member or take
such action as circumstances of the case merit. However, no member shall be
expelled unless two thirds of the Committee present and voting shall vote for
the expulsion. A member so expelled shall have the right of appeal, such
appeal to be given in writing to the Secretary within three days of the notice of
the expulsion. An Appeals Committee shall be set up and shall meet within
seven days, consisting of the President, Trustees, Chairman, Vice-Chairman and
any other persons the said Committee considers necessary.

The Secretary would also be present in a secretarial capacity only, with no
voting powers. If an Appeals Committee upholds the expulsion, the member
will not be permitted to enter the Club, but if suspended will be able to re-
enter as a member after the period of suspension has expired.

22 Club assets

The Trustees shall hold, on behalf of the Club, any freehold or leasehold
property belonging to the Club and the Title Deeds of the Club premises and all
other documents relating thereto (with such consent as may be necessary in
any case) and the furniture and other effects of the Club shall be vested in the
Trustees.

The Trustees, on the request of the Committee, may execute Mortgages and
/Debentures for any money which may be advanced to the Club by way of loan
and may hand over the Title Deeds and any other documents to the
Mortgagees or Trustees for Debenture Holders as the circumstances may
require. The Trustees shall be indemnified by the Club in respect of the
liabilities or obligations which they may undertake or enter into on behalf of
the Club and against any breach of any covenant in the Title Deeds of the Club
premises.



A member damaging any property of the Club shall pay for and make good Any
such damage, at the discretion of the Committee. No Club property shall be
removed from the Club without the consent of the Committee.

24 Financial arrangements

The management of the Club’s financial arrangements shall be the
responsibility of the Committee. In particular, the Committee shall ensure that
all receipts and payments are properly recorded and expenditure authorised,
including the setting up of direct debit arrangements. The Committee shall also
ensure that the Club has appropriate insurance cover and that a Professional
Accountant is engaged to prepare and audit the annual Club accounts.

All members must pay every expense incurred by them in the Club. The Club
Steward has explicit instructions not to open accounts or allow any credit
whatsoever.

25 Licensing Acts’ Provisions

The hours for the supply of alcoholic liquors shall be those authorised by the
Licensing Authority for the District, and by legislation. The Club shall be
conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Licensing Acts, so far as
they relate to Registered Clubs: the Secretary shall keep up to date a list of
names and addresses of the members as required by the Licensing Acts and
members must notify any change of address without delay.

26 Club Hours

The opening hours of the Club shall be as laid down by the Licensing Acts with
regard to Registered Clubs, and may include any Order of Exemption as may be
from time to time granted by the local Licensing Authority for special
occasions. Opening hours shall be advertised by the Club. The Committee shall
have power to close the Club if the attendance of members during these hours
does not warrant the Club remaining open.

27 Miscellaneous

The Trustees and Committee do not hold themselves responsible for any
property left on the premises by members (or members in arrears), nor their
guests or visitors.



Food may be consumed on the premises but all waste etc must be removed on
departure from the Club.

Well behaved dogs shall be allowed on the premises provided that they are
kept on a lead and controlled at all times by the person accompanying the dog.

No member will park any motor vehicle in front of the Club premises with the
exception of staff.

The use of the first floor area shall be made available for hire on terms agreed
by the Committee.

28 Amendment of rules

The Committee shall have power to suspend or amend any of these rules on a
temporary basis if it feels that such changes are necessary and in the best
interests of the Club. Any permanent amendment(s) to the rules may only be
made at an Annual General Meeting or at an Extraordinary General Meeting
called for that purpose. Notice of any proposed amendment(s) shall circulated
to members electronically and be posted fourteen days prior to the meeting at
which the amendment(s) is to be submitted, and any changes shall require the
approval of at least two thirds of the members present and voting at such a
meeting.

29 Publication of rules

A copy of the rules will be held on the premises. Otherwise the rules shall be
published on the Club website.



